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SERGIO ARAGONÉS 
Introduction by 
LYNN JOHNSTON 


DARK HORSE Books? 


USAGI YOJIMBO 


EJ 


Stan's Other Self 


Ir You MET STAN SAKAI before seeing his 
‘work, you would never guess that this soft-spoken, 
‘congenial man lived а good part of his Ше in the 
world of the samurai ve met Stan a number of 
times a dificent functions overthe years and always 
enjoyed his and his wife Sharon's company. knew. 
he was а cartoonist, ofcourse Бы Га never really 
locked into his work, until now. Wow. 


Always in з hurry, I often pick up a book of 
ltsrtions eaf through апа put it down, thinking 
that TIL come back toit for a more thorough look. 
when I have time. When at long last I opened upa 
"book by Stan Sakat, 1 made tine on the spot and 
read i rom cover to cover. Thanks to his generosity, 
Thevesince read more! 


Not only are his stories engaging action-packed and 
well-crafted, but his drawing is so superb that it i5 
something most ofuscan only aspire to. IfI had to 
praeri hie style of drawing, Td say it war 
somewhere between Bil Watterson and Will Eisner 
Z which is apretty fine place tobe! Still, Stan's work 
is uniquely his own, which tells me that his skill fer 
їйє deeming and deaftomanship comes, from 
somewhere within, 


Usagi Yojimbo, the wandering samurai, is Stans 
other self. The characters Usagi encounters on his 
‘travels are abo alive and complete. In a cartoonists 
‘mind, people places ad situations existi a sort of 
dreamlike reality into which we are easily pulled 
‘whenever we wish to go there. We can hear their 
voices, see through their eyes and go with them 一 
guided partly by themand party by our own forces 
Through situations and storylines that 
almost write themselves, 


Because the colorful life of Usagi, the 
rabbit samara, ls so much a part of Stan 
Sakai ше, it was a surprise for me to 
learn that Stan's knowledge ofjapan 
and its history was through famiy and 
private research only. It was my great 
fortune tobe invited with Stan and Sharon 
to visit Tokyo on a cultural exchange and to 
experience with them for the first time the 
beautiful and powerful culture hat is apen. 


Buildings and passageways and hillsides 
and temples that Stan had drawn from 


photographs and from the magic of his imagination 
‘were there for us to see and to touch. was impressed 
by his knowledge of the language and by Stan and 
Sharon te dep spia meson eveything 


It was a privilege to hear them talk about their 
families, their foods and traditions. We were there 
swith them in the lard of Usagi Yojimbo — and I 
‘wondered how this adventure would influence Stan's 
future storylines! 


ince then, Гуе seen his work alittle differently, teo. 
* looked at the buildings and the scenery and te. 
costumes he draws with even more respect 一 
knowing the research that has gone into them. I 
know that bis stories would be considered some of 
the best of Japanese manga and that he would зе. 
оге of the most recognizable creative talents in 
Japan, had he begun his career there. 


‘Stun Sakai a genuinely modest man. He writes and 
draws for the love ofhis стай, and it shows. It has 
been my grat pleasure to write this forward because 
it has given me the opportunity to езу 
congratulations, Stan. 1 admire you. enjoy your 
work. Most of all, I bave learned from it, and that 
1 think, is the best compliment one cartoonist can 
gite to another, 


Sincerely, 
LYNN JOHNSTON, 1998 
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Stan Sakai's cover art from issues eight through twelve of 
Dark Horse's Usagi Yojimbo™ Volume Three series and 
the Usagi Yojimbo Color Special: Green Persimmon. 
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Photo by Greg Preston 


Sri Sakai was bom in Kyoto, Japan, grew up in Hawaii, and now livesin California 
with his wife, Sharon, and children, Hannah and Matthew: He received a Fine Arts 
degree from the University of Hawaii and furthered his studies at Art Center College 


Hiscreaion, Usagi Yojimbo, Art appeared in comics in 1984. Since then, Usagi has 
been on television as aguest ofthe Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and has been made 
into toys, seen on clothing, and featured in a series of trade paperback collections. 


In 1991, Stan created Space Uig, a series about the adventures of a descendant ofthe 
‘orginal Usagi that дей with samurai in a futuristic setting. 


Stan is also an awardwinning letterer fer his work on Sergio Aragonés Groo, the 


Spider-Man” Sunday newspaper strips, and Usagi Yojimbo. 


Sta isa recipient ofa Parents’ Choice Award, an Inkpot Award, an American Library 
Association Award, two Spanish Haxtur Awards, three Eisner Axards and the Naticnal 
"Canoonlits Society Comic Book Division Award 
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